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P r o m  h a s  R e t u r n e d !
By Amanda Cruz 

After a two year hiatus, the 
Hanover Area Junior/Senior Prom, 
organized by the Junior Class, 
returned to its full capacity. During a 
heavy rain storm on Friday, May 6, 
238 students began to arrive at 
Sands Spring Country Club in Drums, 
PA prior to 5:00 p.m. The weather did 
not damper anyone’s spirit. When the 
attendees entered the ‘open’ themed 
event, professional photos were 
available from KDP Studios, and a 
free Photo Booth, sponsored by the 
Junior Class, was available 
throughout the evening. Next, a 
traditional family-style dinner was 
served. Finally, students danced the 
night away until 10:00 p.m.

Pictured left to right: Seniors Thiane Mbaye, Amelia Joubert, 
Sierra Hildebrand, and Hugo Panecatl.	

	 The elegant recipients 
to the left, seniors J.C. 
Wilder and Jamie 
Vazquez, were selected 
as the 2022 Hanover 
Area Prom King and 
Queen. The selection 
process was non-
subjective. There were 
two drawings: one for 
every senior boy in 
attendance and a second 
for all senior girls. 

Pictured L to R: seniors Graylyn Horn 
and twins, Dayna & Amanda Cruz.	
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Since 2020 the mask 
mandate is a term we all 
have heard during the 
pandemic. In recent months, 
the term has not been heard 
as often because PA schools 
have not required mandatory 
masking and initiated a 
personal choice, making 
students and staff very happy 
not having to wear them.

Along with school 
students, people no longer 
had to wear masks in 
restaurants and/or stores. 
Public transportation has also 
recently taken away the mask 
mandate as well and allowed 
personal choice. 

Many have their opinions 
on the matter whether it 
was the best choice and if 
things are finally considered 
“fully” back to normal? 

With cases finally gone 
down, it gives us the question 
will the mandate ever come 
back.  

Many of the students 
believe that it won't come 
back, “No, I do not think the 
mask mandate will ever come 
back because everyone 
seems to have forgotten 
covid exists still,” Junior 
Tanya Tlatenchi said. 

Like Tayna, senior Holden 
VanDemark also doesn't think 

it will come back, “I do not 
think the mask mandate will 
come back because we only 
have several days of school 
left. COVID-19 cases also 
haven't been getting that 
bad.”

On the other hand there 
are students who think like 
junior Marilyn Robaczewski, 
“I think it is possible the 
mandate will come back 
because you never know 
what can happen and 
especially during the winter 
there are a lot of illnesses 
that tend to resurface.” 

In the end, no one knows 
what will happen,  be safe. 

Mask  Manda t e ,  w i l l  i t  r e t u r n?
By Noelle Shoemaker 

During the height of the 
pandemic, the Hanover Area 
School District had a mandatory 
mandate for desk shields. 

Due to locally, low positive 
rates of COVID-19 the mandate 
use of desk shields was lifted. As 
of early March 2022, students had 
the option to use desk shields. 

The Hawk’s Eye asked 
several students about the desk 
shields.

“I personally liked the option 
they (administration) gave all 
students,” stated senior Megan 
Jones. “But, as much as I enjoyed 
being in my own little bubble, it 
didn’t really protect much. Many 
students also didn’t like these 

shields, due to them being too big, 
and just too much to handle.” 

“I also thought the shields 
were too much of a hassle for me, 
especially carrying them from one 
class to another,” Jones added.

As of May, the desk shields sit 
in homerooms, available if there is 
another increase in positivity. 

“There hasn’t been any sort of 
an impact because many kids 
never really used them. Basically, 
all it did was just change the way 
other students viewed the ones 
who did use them.” 

Although positive COVID-19 
cases have increased in 
Philadelphia, possibly heading 
north, some believe that the odds 
or the shield return is low.

“It’s a 50/50 shot of these 
desk shields will be brought back,” 
Jones shared. “I honestly don’t 
think they will, but if the COVID-19 
numbers start to increase again, I 
can see them (administration) 
doing what is necessary and bring 
them back.” 

As the school year nears its 
ending, most seniors prefer not to 
return to any mandatory 
mandates of desk shields.

“I’m fine with the selectable 
choices we have, but the shields 
were a waste of time for myself 
and many students. Therefore, if 
they feel safer using them, at least 
they have the option,” Jones 
concluded. 

Op t i ona l  S h i e l d  Manda t e
By Joshua Jones 
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By Joshua Jones
N o  M o r e  M a s k s !

On Tuesday, March 1, the 
school district lifted the mask 
mandate for all students. 
Superintendent, Mr. Nathan 
Barrett made the decision 
because COVID-19 positivity 
rates were below 1%. 

Although students do not 
have to wear masks, anyone 
who prefers to wear a mask can 
do so without violating the 
dress code policy.

“I think the no mask 
mandate is nice because it 
brings a sense of normality 
back to our school,” senior 
Amanda Cruz said. “Many 
students disliked the masks, 
and some didn’t, but without 

them, will there be an impact on 
the school?” questioned Cruz. 

“I hope there isn’t an 
impact,” continued Cruz. “I also 
believe the cases will stay low, 
so we don’t have to worry.” 

Cruz also mentioned. “It’s 
not very often a school gets an 
option like this; most kids were 
happy about this new rule.”

Amanda Cruz has a part 
time job where she feels the 
need to wear a mask still exits. 

“I personally don’t wear a 
mask in school since cases 
have been very low, but at work 
(cashier at Malacari’s) I feel it’s 
best to wear one since I deal 
with elderly citizens.”

The school district is doing 
all they can to ensure the safety 
of each and every student. 

Some students continued to 
wear masks for personal 
reasons. 

Many people hope that 
everything may go back to 
‘normal’, but it’s important to 
remain vigilant to prevent the 
virus from spreading.

“I and all the fellow students 
hope that we won’t have to 
worry about the masks 
anymore, but you never know 
what will happen before we 
graduate,” Cruz concluded. “We 
all need to do what is safe.” 

By Gracie Brodhead
T o  W e a r  o r  N o t  T o  W e a r  

  It has been over two years 
since COVID-19 has changed 
the school district. Despite the 
spike in January 2022, things 
are slowly returning to normal.

With Hanover Area 
removing the mask and desk 
shield mandate, students could 
now choose whether or not 
they wanted to wear a mask. 

Many students have lost 
interest in the matter, opting to 
go maskless or only wearing 
one when ill. 

“I don’t really care at this 
point,” said junior Natalie 

Umlah. “It’s been two years, 
and I’m over it.”

“It's been two years; we’ve 
done social distancing, masks, 
vaccination, all we can,” junior 
Katelyn Brodhead stated. “At 
this point, life just needs to go 
on. However, I think people 
should wear a mask if they’re 
sick and need to go out in 
public. It would just be 
common courtesy.” 

Some students are still 
concerned about the lifting of 
the mask mandate for a variety 
of reasons. For some, it's 
about personal safety, and for 

others, it extends to vulnerable 
family members. 

Joseph Stobozian, who 
continued to wear a mask even 
after the school’s mandate was 
lifted, stated, “I wear it (the 
mask) to protect my babcia 
(grandma), who has a 
compromised immune system. 
I just want to protect her in any 
way I can.”

At the end of the day, it's 
the individual's call on whether 
or not to wear a mask. We all 
lead different lives, and we all 
have various concerns. 
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‘ S e n i o r i t i s ’ ?    
By Amanda Cruz 

With the 2021-2022 school 
year coming to an end, and 
the Class of 2022 inching 
closer to graduation, ‘senioritis’ 
will continue to affect most 
seniors. 

‘Senioritis’ is a coined term 
suggesting that some seniors 
become lazy with academics 
since the end is near.

The Hawk’s Eye asked 
multiple seniors if “senioritis” 
has played a role on them and 
their education throughout the 
final weeks of the school year. 

“It definitely has affected 
me,” shared senior David 
O’Donnell. “It affected my 
attendance but mainly with 
tech (W-B CTC). However, the 
thought of this being my last 
year of high school made me 

develop more motivation for 
my grades than other years.” 

Senior Megan Jones, who 
is Editor-in-Chief for Yearbook, 
has found that a class like that 
has kept her out of falling into 
senioritis’. 

“At the start of the year, I 
didn’t have senioritis,” Jones 
admitted. “I was ready for 
anything coming towards my 
path. I never had the thought 
of it because my senior year 
has been pretty chill. A class 
like Yearbook has kept me out 
of getting “senioritis” because I 
have to keep up on my work 
and move quickly to meet the 
strict deadlines.” 

Even though Jones kept up 
at first, “senioritis” found its 
way to her. “It wasn’t until just 

recently when I experienced 
my first feeling of ‘senioritis’, 
Jones said. “Everyone 
procrastinates, but because 
most of my heavy work is 
done, I have fallen behind in 
one of my classes to the point 
where I’ve been handing in 
assignments a week late.” 

“Since it is nearing towards 
the end of the year, I’m 
guessing everyone will 
experience a hint of laziness,” 
Jones reflected. “I hope they 
keep up on their studies.” 

Hopefully with only a 
couple weeks left of school for 
seniors, they will find 
motivation to keep up with 
their work and finish the year 
off right without ‘senioritis’ 
getting in the way. 

By Xavier Ankner
G y m  C l a s s  C h a m p i o n s  

It’s the season full of 
Cinderella stories, upsets, and 
thrillers. It’s a season of 
madness, March Madness. 

This year over 20 million 
NCAA Tournament brackets 
were completed, all hoping to 
claim the near-impossible, 
‘perfect bracket’. 

The NCAA Tournament is 
one of the richest traditions in 
all of sports, but Hanover Area 
has a tradition of its own. 

Every year around this 
time, Physical Education 
teacher, Mr. Brian Kreitzer 
holds a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament for each class. 

It’s a competitive time for 
some physical education 
students. 

“I can’t believe I hit a half 
court shot, I was so pumped,” 
senior Joshua Jones admitted. 

Each gym period had its 
own champion with the results 

updated weekly by Mr. 
Kreitzer. 

“The teams are even, 
which makes it competitive,” 
sophomore Taylor Rylie said. 
“It’s something to always look 
forward to this time of the 
year.” 

Each team chooses its  
own nickname; some choose 
to honor their favorite college 
team that made the NCAA 
Tournament.  
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Get your outfits ready and 
dates in order because prom is in 
the air! 

Just like the 2021 semi, 
getting ready for the 2022 prom 
can get stressful.

The junior/senior prom will be 
held at the Sand Springs Country 
Club golf course, located in 
Drums PA, on May 6 from 5 p.m. - 
10 p.m. Photos, dancing, food and 
music will be accompanied along 
with the enjoyment of the actual 
event.

Some students get ready 
months in advance but others 
can’t wait until two weeks before 
the day of the event. With mixed 
feelings, some students were very 
cautious about how this prom 
would be compared to last year's.

The Hawks Eye took a deeper 
look into what students are 
expecting out of prom and what 
they don’t want to expect.

“I’m hoping to have a great 
time with all my friends,” said 
senior Wimar Polanco. “I’m 

excited to experience my first ever 
prom and take lots of pictures. I 
hope to make prom a night to 
remember!”

Polanco continued, “I don’t 
want to see any drama happening 
at prom. Most people experience 
prom once in a lifetime, and that 
night should be full of happiness 
and good vibes.”

Senior Emily Harkenreader is 
hoping for prom to have a purple 
and ink tone to it, “I think Euphoria 
would look good as a prom 
theme, but I hope the DJ plays a 
consistent playlist.”

“What I don’t want is some of 
the music,” said senior Veronica 
Nunez. “As much as the music is 
good, there are some fandoms 
that not even other kids know, so I 
hope there is a playlist where 
everyone knows the songs and 
can come and join the singing and 
dancing.”

“I’m hoping to have a good 
time,” said Nunez. “I’m hearing 

some old friends may be joining 
the prom, so I can’t wait!”

“I think something tropical or 
underwater would be a good prom 
theme to match the warm 
weather,” said senior Sydney 
Wilson. “I just hope the future and 
anything with COVID-19 won’t get 
in the way of having a good night. 
I want to focus on the now and 
have a good time!”

Junior Lilly Harris explained, 
“Something I don’t want is to hear 
people making negative 
comments about other people and 
their outfits. Prom is supposed to 
be a time to enjoy ourselves, but 
when people judge and make 
negative comments, it makes 
prom no fun at all.”

Harris wanted to go to prom 
to, “spend time with some of my 
senior friends before they leave. I 
want to be able to spend time with 
my junior friends for one of the 
last dances before we go our 
separate way this summer.”

“ S t u d e n t s ’  c o n c e r n s  p r i o r  t o  p r o m  h a p p e n i n g ”
Expe c t  t he  U nexpe c t ed  

By Megan Jones

Spring has Sprung!
Now that spring is here, so are 
many of the spring traditions and 
events that have taken place over 
the years at Hanover Area. 

Spring is filled with many 
school events including, but not 
limited to, prom, spring/Easter 

break, Anything Goes, the 
Farewell dance, band & chorus 
concerts, boys’ volleyball, 
baseball, softball, and boys and 
girls track, & field.

 Josh Jones stated he was 
most excited for Anything Goes 
because it's his senior year and 

he hasn't participated since he 
was a freshman, so he wants to 
go out with a bang his senior year. 

Morgan Thiemann absolutely 
couldn’t wait for spring break and 
wishes it came sooner.

Sen io r s  App re c i a t e  Sp r i ng  
By Elton Rick
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On March 1, 2022, Hanover 
Area’s therapy dog, Barney, 
made a guest appearance for 
students in Mrs. Peterman’s 
fifth period English class. 

Barney is an eleven month 
old Labrador Retriever. Barney 
began visiting students in the 
district last fall with his handler/
owner, Mrs. Karen McHale. 

While Barney is still in 
training, he has so far been an 
amazing new member of the 
Hanover Area staff, and his 
presence makes a positive 
impact on students and staff 
around the district.

“I think it's great to have a 
therapy dog to put smiles on 
peoples faces” said Anthony 
Free, a junior in Mrs. 
Peterman’s English class.

Some students anticipated 
Barney’s visit. “I was in the 
class period before he was 
supposed to come, but I 
stayed later just so that I could 
see him,” junior Gracie 
Brodhead admitted.

“I think it's a very effective 
therapy tool for students,” 
added Brodhead. “I have two 
dogs at home, so I am very 
comfortable around them. 

Everyone is happy when a dog 
comes around, and in school, 
a place with a lot of stress, 
sometimes we need to have 
things like that to brighten our 
day.” 

Therapy dogs have been 
proven to decrease stress 
levels in workplaces and 
schools. Studies have shown 
that they often promote a 
positive mood, better work 
environment, greater self-
esteem, and focused 
interaction with peers. 

T e a c h e r  S w i t c h !  
By Dayna Cruz

On Thursday, March 10, 
Mr. Elbros Samkough 
announced to his classes that 
he would be temporarily taking 
over for math teacher, Mrs. 
April Grosky. 

Mr. Thomas Gilmore 
replaced Mr. Samkough. Mr. 
Gilmore had just completed 
his student teaching with Mr. 
John Centak. 

Taking over for a teacher 
right after student teaching 
can be stressful. 

“I’m excited for the 
opportunity to really get to 
teach,” he stated. “I’m not too 
familiar with Algebra, as I was 
a History major. I wasn’t able 

to help the students much 
while initially filling in for Mrs. 
Grosky,” continued Gilmore. 

Not much will changed for 
Mr. Samkough’s students as 
Mr. Gilmore used materials Mr. 
Samkough gave to him. 

“I plan on making this 
transition as smooth as 
possible for my new students 
by using the resources that Mr. 
Samkough provided for me,” 
Gilmore confessed. “I may 
change things here or there, 
but for the most part, things 
will be the same.”

Mr. Gilmore is prepared for 
whatever outcome may occur. 
When the switch occurred, he 

didn’t know Mrs. Grosky’s 
return date. 

“I’m unsure of when Mrs. 
Grosky will be back, but if she 
doesn’t come back then I will 
be prepared to teach the rest 
of the year,” said Mr. Gilmore. 

Originally from New Jersey, 
he attended King's College 
and majored in Secondary 
Education and History. Even 
though he is unsure of where 
he will teach in the future, he 
plans on going back to King’s 
for Graduate (Master’s 
Degree) school next fall.

By Katelyn Brodhead
H a n o v e r  A r e a ’ s  B a r n e y  

mailto:esamkough@hanoverarea.net
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 On March 8, Juniors had a 
class meeting for scheduling 
for their final year of high 
school. Juniors were given two 
options of scheduling papers 
to choose from: College Path 
or Work Path. 

The College Path will give 
more advanced options and 
classes that may need to be 
taken to get into a certain 
college major. 

Along with the College 
Prep class options, this path 
also offers College Placement 
courses that can earn three (3) 
college credits toward a 
Bachelor’s Degree if the 
student earns a targeted 
grade. 

The Work Path will focus 
on career-ready options. This 
path does not offer any AP 
(Advance Placement) courses 
nor College Placement  
classes that college bound 
students would need.

Juniors are only a few 
weeks away from becoming 
seniors, so the stress is higher 
than ever before. At this 

time, they are still trying to 
decide what they want to do 
with their lives. Whether to 
immediately head into the 
workforce, take a gap year, or 
go straight into college.  
 While some students have 
the luxury of already having an 
idea of what they want to do 
with their life, some are still 
searching for what career they 
want in the future. 
 Students who already had 
an idea about their futures 
took either the College Path or 
the Work Path application that 
would benefit them.  
 The students who were not 
sure about their futures took 
both applications to give them 
more time to decide. These 
students had to pick a path 
when their homerooms were 
called to guidance for next 
year’s scheduling.
 A lot of students had mixed 
feelings about this assembly. 
Some were scared knowing 
they are a step closer to being 
out in the real world, and some 
are still contemplating what 
college they want to attend or 

what field of study to choose. 
However, students do 
understand that these 
decisions may change their life 
drastically. 

 “I felt scared,” said 
junior Juliana Palladino. “It 
was difficult for me to figure 
out what classes I’ll need for 
what I want to do in the future. 
I chose the classes I did 
because it guarantees I meet 
the requirements.”

Other students are 
deciding what type of job they 
would like  to have in the 
future. Most students were 
happy knowing that this 
meeting was the first step 
toward their final year of high 
school!
  “It felt nice to finally get it 
done,” said junior Megan 
Mullen. “It wasn't too hard 
because I already know some 
of the classes I want to take. I 
chose Computer Science 
because it's what I want to go 
into; however, most of the 
other classes I chose simply 
sounded neat.”
 

By Noelle Shoemaker

J u n i o r  C l a s s  M e e t i n g
“Juniors schedule courses for 2022-23 school year.” 
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By Stacy Luckett

The Rise in Gas Prices  
“How do dr i ver s  f ee l  abou t  t he  pr i ces  a t  t he  pump?”

As many already know, gas 
prices have gone up 
drastically. 

One of the main reasons 
for the rise in gas prices is the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Sanctions hindered Russia’s 
ability to sell crude oil, which is 
one of the determiners for high 
gas prices.     
        On Tuesday, March 8, 
President Joe Biden 
announced a ban on U.S. 
imports of all Russian energy 
products. Meaning the U.S. 
will not receive Russia’s crude 
oil and/or natural gas. 

“It’s terrible,” said Mrs. 
Jenifer Bendowski. “It’s really 
bad for shipping companies; I 
feel really bad for the younger 
drivers. This will have a long 
lasting effect.”

“It really is not great, 
however, what goes up must 
come down at some point,” 
said Mrs. Wendy Yedlock.

As one might expect, it’s 
going to be hard to adapt to 
these circumstances, but here 
is how some are adapting.
      “If I need it (gas), then I will 
get it.” said Yedlock. “I never 
let my tank go below half.” 

“Haha, I didn't go anywhere 
before gas went up, so it’s not 
much of a change on my part.” 
said Mr. David Borofski. 

“When I’m picking up my 
kids or just going on trips, my 
family takes one car,” added 
Bendowski about dealing with 
the present gas prices.

 Depending on a person’s 
driving situation, some people 
are trying their best to adapt to 
the present gas prices while 
others are not as concerned.

Senior Skip Day takes 
place 100 days plus the last 
two numbers of the graduating 
year after the start of school. 

This year the Class of 
2022, made the 122nd day of 
school (Wednesday, March 9) 
the designated skip day.

However, there was a 
change of plans. Weather did 
not permit students and faculty 
to go to school, resulting in a 
virtual day. Most seniors 
agreed it was of no use to skip 
a virtual day, unanimously 
choosing to skip on Friday, 
March 11. 

On Friday, it was snowy 
and cold with temperatures 
reaching only into the 40s. 
Some seniors decided to make 
the most of their day, but a 
majority opted for a more 
simple day. 

“To be honest, I was 
excited to sleep in,” stated 
senior Sierra Hildebrand. “With 
always waking up early for 
school during the week and 
work during the weekends, it 
was nice to start my day a little 
later and spend my time 
relaxing.”

Senior Amanda Koneski 
celebrated the day in a similar 

manner. “I spent part of the 
day catching up on my 
homework and other 
assignments for my classes. I 
wanted to get the work done 
first, so I could spend the rest 
of the weekend with my friends 
to go skiing.”

There were a few 
complications with the planning 
of the day, but that didn’t stop 
students from enjoying it 
wholeheartedly, whether it be 
getting school work done, 
going out with friends or 
spending the long weekend 
relaxing.

By Amelia Joubert

W h a t ’ s  S e n i o r  S k i p  D a y ?  
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Digital Photo #2

With Spring upon us, the 
2021-2022 Hanover Area 
Boys’ Volleyball season 
approached quickly. 

The team, coached by Mr. 
Donald Pientka, began non-
mandatory volleyball practices 
in early February, in 
preparation for their first 
scrimmage.

 The Hawkeyes hosted the 
Wilkes-Barre Wolfpack boys’ 
volleyball team on March 16, 
after school. The varsity boys 
entered the scrimmage with 
pure excitement and 
confidence, but came up short 
with an overall loss of all 3 
sets. 

“Entering into the game we 
held our heads high and 

confidently,” junior Logan 
Potsko stated. “We got 
conceited, but if we can enter 
our games with the mindset 
that we’re good competitively, I 
think we’re going to play like 
the team we are.” 

“My expectations were 
high,” junior Brandon Bienas 
said. “I believed that we would 
win, and since it was a 
scrimmage, I didn’t really feel 
nervous which definitely 
helped me.” 

Although the turn out of the 
scrimmage wasn’t in favor of 
the Hawkeyes, the 
competitiveness from the boys 
foreshadowed a bright future 
for this young team. 

“We did really well for the 
first scrimmage, but we have to 
work on some things,” junior 
Ethan Dinoski commented.

 “Even though we lost, it 
wasn’t by a big margin 
compared to last year’s 
performances, and it’s only the 
start of the season,” Potsko 
concluded. “If there’s one team 
in Hanover that has ambition, 
it’s our volleyball teams, and I 
know we’re going to show that 
this year.” 

The boys’ volleyball team 
has a bright season ahead of 
them, and with the proper 
mindsets, the team is set to 
have a competitive year.

By Sierra Hildebrand

V a r s i t y  B o y s ’  V o l l e y b a l l
“Volleyball scrimmage against Wilkes-Barre Area set expectations.”

On May 19, 2022, at 7:00 
p.m, the Hanover Area 
Concert Band will hold its 
Spring Concert in the school 
auditorium. 

The school band will 
perform pieces such as 
Rippling Watercolors, 
Firebird, Amazing Grace, and 
more. 

Many of the band 
students are glad to be back 
on stage after an almost two-
year hiatus. Junior Natalie 
Umlah, who has been a 
member of the Hanover 
Concert band for four years, 
said, “I’m glad that we’re 
back. I’ve missed 
participating in the concerts, 

and it brings back another 
sense of normalcy.” 

On June 6, the band will 
also perform at graduation, 
playing the classic Pomp and 
Circumstance for the 
graduating seniors.

By Gracie Brodhead

C o n c e r t  B a n d  i s  B a c k  ‘ O n  S t a g e ’
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By Stacy Luckett

Hanover Area has many 
faculty members that are capable 
of teaching courses other than 
their regular day-to-day classes. 

Mr. Elbros Samkough is one 
of those teachers that can teach 
many different subjects and grade 
levels. Primarily, Mr. Samkough 
teaches Sociology and 
Psychology to the juniors and 
senior. 

Recently, it was announced 
that a few teachers, including Mr. 
Samkough, would be taking over 
for Mrs. Grosky’s Algebra classes  
during the WIN period for her 7th, 
8th, and 9th grader classes. 

This unexpected change 
didn’t last very long, as the 

administration then decided to 
make Mr. Samkough teach all of 
Mrs. Grosky’s classes until she 
would return to her regularly 
scheduled duties. 

Mr. Samkough now had to 
adjust his daily schedule of 
teaching Psychology and 
Sociology, to prepare 7th, 8th, 
and 9th graders for their PSSA 
Math tests in early May. 

With the sudden request and 
not presently teaching Algebra, 
Mr. Samkough was ready to 
teach any course brought upon 
him.

“I enjoy teaching Sociology 
and Psychology, but I have no 
issue with teaching any course 

that I’m certified to teach,” Mr. 
Samkough stated.  “The change 
was sudden, but I was prepared 
for it.”

This switch only lasted for a 
few weeks, as Mrs. Grosky came 
back ready to teach all of her 
Algebra classes. 

Mr. Samkough said, “It was a 
hectic few weeks, but I’m glad to 
have helped out Mrs. Grosky and 
see things working out in the 
end.”

 Sociology and Psychology 
classes returned back to Mr. 
Samkough’s room, B-27, where 
he resumed teaching his regularly 
scheduled courses once again. 

  The annual Pennsylvania 
State System of Assessment 
(PSSA) and Keystone Exams 
began in late April and continued 
throughout the middle of May for 
7th through 11th grade students. 
Also, certain seniors are schedule 
to take the Standardized 
Assessment Test (SAT). 

The PSSA chaos will begin 
the series of tests with the 7th and 
8th grader classes. 

“It’s very stressful because 
there is a lot of preparation,” said 
Mrs. Mullery, 7th & 8th grade 

guidance counselor. “The first day 
of testing is the most confusing.”

When asked about how much 
preparation actually takes place 
prior to the first test date, all of the 
guidance counselors expressed 
the intensity needed to conduct 
the tests. 

“It’s really stressful during 
these times, with some of the 
students being missing, and 
everything being on the 
computer,” said Mrs. Hummer, 
11th & 12th grade guidance 
counselor.

  The PSSA is completely 
electronic now. The days of the 
test booklets are gone. 

Mrs. Hummer also has to deal 
with more responsibilities besides 
state testing. She has to help 
seniors with their college 
applications which have not been 
routine this year. 

“Most students missed out on 
applications, and a lot of colleges 
were closed due to covid (COVID 
19),” said Hummer. 

By Sierra Hildebrand

H o w  d o  y o u  d e f i n e  ‘ S u p e r h e r o ’ ?

G u i d a n c e  P r e p a r e s  f o r  T e s t i n g

“Mr. Samkough conquers sudden challenge.”

“Electronic testing and COVID-19 created chaos for guidance.”
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By Amelia Joubert

“Gold at the Gallery” 

In Nanticoke on Sunday, 
March 6, Luzerne County 
Community College (LCCC) 
hosted the 40th Annual 
Suzanne Maria Rossetti 
Memorial Juried Art Exhibit in 
the Schulman 
Gallery. 

Entered into 
this art contest 
was Hanover 
Area junior, 
Emily James. 
She entered 
three pieces of 
artwork into the 
Juried Exhibit 
consisting of 
different 
mediums: water 
color, acrylic 
paint, and pen 
and ink. 

Each of her 
works of art 
placed 1st in their respective 
medium categories. 

Though extremely proud of 
her results, she modestly 
stated, “I didn’t enter to win; I 
was really happy just to 
participate in the event.” 

The anticipation of results 
filled her with different 

emotions. “I was pretty excited, 
but a little nervous too. I wanted 
to see what the outcome would 
be,” James stated. 

During the exhibit, she didn’t 
meet any of the judges, but she 

did meet fellow contestants. 
She said, “They were really 
friendly and very nice which 
helped make the contest a 
good time.”

James is a student of Mrs. 
Simasek and also takes art 
lessons in Dallas. Her teacher 
in Dallas, Sue Hand, took part 

in setting up the exhibit, and 
she encouraged her students to 
participate. 

James was glad to have 
taken the opportunity. “I will 
definitely be entering again next 

year,” she said. 
      James also 
added a piece of 
advice, “If you really 
enjoy art, I think it’s a 
good opportunity to 
enter. You can also 
view other artworks 
to find inspiration.”
      With her amazing 
amount of skill, it is 
no shock that she 
wishes to continue 
art as a career. She 
aspires to be an art 
therapist. 
     James described 
it in simple terms, 
“Basically, art therapy 

allows others to feel more 
comfortable with themselves 
and with their art. It gives 
people a type of emotional 
outlet and creates a safe space 
for them.”

“Emily James’s artistic abilities showcased at popular exhibit.”

James’s painting, Trees of Green, of a rural country 
side won first place in the Acrylic Paint medium.
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By Megan Jones 

The Creative Side: March  
“A  p i c t u r e  i s  w o r t h  a  t h o u s a n d  w o r d s . ”  

It’s three months into 2022, 
and there is a lot of fantastic art 
consistently created at Hanover 
Area! 

This month 
The Hawk’s Eye  
recognized 
Senior Jessica 
Pearson. 

  Pearson is a 
student who has 
been known to 
many who 
frequent  the art 
room, B-13, for 
several years. 
      She works 
hard at what she 
loves, and she 
has had her art 
work displayed  
in the Wonder Art 
display case 
almost every 
time! 
    “I’ve always loved art, but it’s 
been sparked more in the past 
five years,” Pearson shared. 

This senior has many works 
of art in progress, but she 
shared a piece most recently 

completed just out of a simple 
mechanical pencil. 

“This picture,” she 
continued, “is from a photo 

Keira Wombacker took of my 
friend and I relaxing in the 
Rocky Alcove at the Francis E. 
Walter Dam. I wanted to try to 
capture the simplicity and 
peacefulness of the moment.” 

“Although there is no real 

meaning behind this particular 
piece,” Pearson added, “maybe 
it can be interpreted by others 
in showing the beauty of the 

simple things in 
life.” 

She finished 
with, “It’s now 
one of my 
favorite photos 
because it 
captured us just 
being us. There 
was no posing 
or trying to look 
cool. We just 
naturally fell into 
a sitting position 
nearby and 
pointed out the 
water and the 
waves that were 
made.” 
      Anyone 

would wish to be in Pearson’s 
position to get a chance to see 
the marvelous view, but at least 
we get to experience that view 
on paper! 
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Senior Emily Harkenreader 
(Hark), Advanced Art II student, 
missed out on two weeks 
of her art class due to Mrs. 
Simasek’s absence. 

Now that the art room 
is back to normal, Hark 
hurried to finish her 
favorite project! 

“My favorite project I 
did so far has to be my 
ceiling tile,” Hark stated. “It was 
made to be a self portrait of 

myself and Peaches (pet bird). I 
am a very colorful person, so I’ll 

blend in well with 
every other ceiling 
tile.”
      “It was created to 
challenge my skills as 
an artist,” said the 
senior. “I wanted to 
stray away from 
realism and try a 

cartoon style for painting!” 
Hark finished with, “making art 

makes me feel at peace. If I’m 
angry or stressed, painting and 
drawing always settles my 
nerves!”

Every emotion runs wild 
through art so slow down, look up 
at the ceiling blocks and see how 
much inspiration and creativity 
one mind can pass onto another. 

Take a turn into the Hanover 
Area’s famous art room, B-13, 
and attempt to show your 
creativity!

Closing off the year, The 
Hawk’s Eye witnessed more 
creativity from a well-known art 
student.

Junior, Emily James, fills the 
art room with more of her creative 
paintings.

“For my acrylic house 
painting, named Trees of Green,” 
stated James on behalf of her 
recent art (see page 11), “I had to 
do many layers. At first it 
was actually frustrating, 
but I chose to do it 
because I thought it 
would be nice to do some 
more pieces with 
buildings, and I’m really 
happy with the outcome.”

James looked onto 
her next project. “For my 
watercolor cat painting, 
called Goliath after the cat, I used 
a picture of a cat that belonged to 

my art teacher a while ago. I’ve 
always enjoyed making animal 
pieces, and I thought the colors of 
the cat were gorgeous.”

“This piece was very time 
consuming,” James continued, 
“but I didn’t dread the start of it 
compared to my acrylic painting. I 
really enjoyed doing the fur details 
with a tiny paint brush.”

Compared between the two, 

James said, “My favorite art 
project was definitely my acrylic 
house painting (see page 11) 

because as much as it was time 
consuming, I really enjoyed doing 
the smallest of details, like the 
leaves and bricks.”

James is known to have 
competed in art shows for the 
past years. 

“I’ve won the blue ribbon 
awards at the Rossetti Art Show 
that was held at LCCC in the 
Gallery. That’s the only proper art 
show I have entered in, and it’s 
usually run by my art teacher, Sue 
Hand.”

James has been going to this 
art teacher for many years to 
continue and improve her ideas 
through art.

As the year wraps up and 
summer is near, new ideas will 
spring into action and need to be 
expressed physically, so hurry up, 
get your supplies and have a jolly 
old time expressing your ideas.

By Megan Jones 

The Creative Side: April  
“ N e w  i d e a s ,  n e w  a r t  i n  t h e  h a l l w a y s  c e i l i n g ! ”  

By Megan Jones 
The Creative Side: May  
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Childhood Dreams Evolving into Reality

Teachers and parents always 
ask, “Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years?”

 As elementary students, 
teachers asked that question on 
the first day of school. Now as 
seniors, teachers asked the same 
question as graduation 
approaches. So, where do you 
see yourself in 10 years?

The answers to this question 
probably changed as students 
matured. Presently, seniors have 
most likely pondered that 
question several times as the end 
of their high school year 
experience will come to an end 
on Monday, June 6.

As elementary students, ten 
years seemed far, far away. “I 
saw myself as a firefighter 

because I like the color red and 
the dog,” senior Cheyenne Weida 
said. “Now I would say I see 
myself as an artist, living with my 
cat.” 

The difference from what we 
said as elementary students to 
what we say now is enormous. 
We go from being unrealistic to 
realistic.

“I saw myself as a dinosaur!” 
senior Chayce Wylie said. “At my 
age now, I would say I see myself 
living out of Pennsylvania. As for 
my job I would say I would be a 
social worker.”

  Chayce went from seeing 
himself as a prehistoric animal to 
seeing a person helping others. Is 
there an inferential connection?

“I saw myself as an equine 
veterinarian,” senior Emily 
Harkenreader said. “I was a horse 
girl as a child. I went through a 
horse phase. Now, I would say I 
see myself as a wildlife biologist, 
living in Montana.”

 Harkenreader’s love for 
animals has remained consistent 
over the years. 

Seniors have grown up since 
elementary school, and now they 
think more realistic. 

From being children and 
thinking we can be dinosaurs, 
princesses, or firefighters 
because we like the color red to 
thinking more of the lines of living 
in different states, and having 
jobs that we can actually achieve 
success, seniors obviously have 

By Jay Fuller
“Seniors share memories from when imagination ruled.” 

With graduation just around 
the corner, the Class of 2022 has 
been exploring the next chapters 
of their lives. 

Some students will explore the 
different opportunities that are 
available. Some students will 
further their education in college, 
some will learn a trade, some will 
enlist in the strongest military in 
the world, some may even join the 
workforce directly after 
graduation. 

The choices are endless, 
which makes this a difficult time 
for most seniors. Students have 
been torn on which universities to 
attend and/or what major to 
choose. 

Senior Ally Sheridan was 
accepted into both of her top 
choices of Wilkes and Penn State.

“I’ve always wanted to attend 
Penn State since I was young, but 
I’m not sure if I want to leave 
home,” confessed Sheridan. 

Senior Ryan Kario has had his 
mind set on his plans since he 
began high school. He knew he 
wanted to serve in the military by 
enlisting as soon as he could.

“It wasn’t as stressful for me 
since I’ve always knew what I 
wanted to do after I leave 
Hanover Area,” admitted Kairo.

Kairo will leave for the Marine 
Corps basic training during the 
summer of 2022.

By Xavier Ankner

The Stress of the Big Decision 
“ S e n i o r s  f i n a l i z e  f u t u r e  p l a n s . ”     
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U k r a i n e  v s .  R u s s i a

On February 24, 2022 
Russia invaded Ukraine. The 
Russo-Ukrainian present 
conflict began in 2014.

The recent invasion has 
sparked debates and support 
for the Ukrainians. At Hanover 
Area High School, the AP 
Government and Politics class, 
taught by Mr. Carl Daubert, 
discussed views and shared 
personal stances on the 
situation. 

In class, students discussed 
thoughts on what the United 
States should do about this 
situation.

 Junior Ian Kunec had a 
relatable thought process on 
the invasion of Ukraine, “I think 
the invasion of Ukraine is 
disgusting” he said. “Just 
watching what we see on the 
news makes your heart break 

for all the people of Ukraine.” 
“They went from having 

normal lives just like us, to 
being bombed and shot at,” 
Kunec continued. “The people 
of Ukraine, who don’t have 
much power to fight against 
such a large force, are being 
killed while they’re just 
innocent, trying to live life like 
the rest of the world.”

“I believe this war needs to 
be stopped before even more 
innocent people have their lives 
changed and are killed,” Kunec 
concluded. 

Along with the invasion 
being seen as disgusting and 
heartbreaking, the AP students 
also want it to stop. Many 
Americans are concerned 
about America entering the 
war. 

“We are a world 
superpower and watching the 
innocent people of Ukraine die 
while we just stay out of it 
seems cowardly,” Kunec said. 
“We don’t want to see any 
soldiers or civilians from the 
U.S. get killed.”

Despite not wanting to see 
American soldiers die, just 
watching the brutal attacks 
doesn’t seem right to some. 

Kunec concluded, “I 
personally think the U.S. will 
need to step in sooner than 
later to stop the murder of 
innocent people going on in 
Ukraine. We are all a part of 
the Human Race after all, and 
we need to protect innocent 
people from being killed.” 

 

By Holden VanDemark
“An AP student shares feelings about the Ukrainian War.” 

February 24, 2022, Russia 
invaded Ukraine for the main goal 
of conquering land. Putin, the 
Russian president, approved the 
invasion calling it a ‘special 
military operation’. 

“What’s going on with this 
War is scary especially because 
Russia has a huge military and 

can instigate an international war 
like WWII”, senior Megan Jones 
stated. 

In order to combat Russia’s 
expansive military, Ukraine 
enacted a martial law which 
makes all male Ukrainian citizens 
ages 16-60 able-bodied to defend 
their country. 

Russia does not want Ukraine 
to join NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization) because 
Ukraine would be protected from 
the capture of Russia. 

Putin has slowly been taking 
back land that Russia once 
controlled when Russia was the 
Soviet Union from 1945 - 1991. 

T h e  U k r a i n e / R u s s i a  W a r
By Morgan Thiemann

“A general understanding of the ongoing conflict.”
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  Every year, the high school 
holds different end of the year/
spring activities for all students as 
a reward for their hard work. Due 
to COVID-19, there hasn’t been 
any traditional in-school activities 
since spring of 2019.

On April 6, the high school 
administration held a senior class 
meeting in the auditorium to notify  
students about important events 
in May and June.

 All students have a lot to look 
forward to, but with graduation 

day quickly approaching, the 
seniors are getting ready for their 
final run in the end-of-the-year 
activities. 

“I’m looking forward to 
Anything Goes,” shared senior 
Marina Ciavarella. “We haven’t 
got to participate in it since 9th 
grade. I thought it was really fun 
and a good way to end the school 
year. I am excited to be able to do 
it this year, especially since it is 
senior year.” 

Senior Nina Havey agreed. 
“I’m most excited for Anything 
Goes because the seniors are 
going to win, and we’re all going 
to have fun.”

Slowly but surely, things are 
starting to get better after the 
postponement of activities for the 
past two years, and with spring 
activities back in action, the high 
school staff is making sure that all 
students end the year with 
memories that will last forever. 

Women’s History Month,
March, is the month dedicated to 
honor women’s achievement 
throughout history. 

It’s the celebration of women’s 
contributions to science, culture, 
and society. For a long time, 
women’s contributions to society 
were overlooked. 

It’s important to teach young 
girls about women’s history 
because it can expand their sense 

of what is possible. It provides 
respect, and it helps increase self-
esteem for all children reminding 
them that they can accomplish 
anything if they put their heart and 
mind to a dream. 

There are many icons for 
women’s history month like 
Eleanor Roosevelt (human rights 
activist), Rosa Parks 
(Montgomery, AL bus boycott), 
Harriet Tubman (the underground 

railroad), Amelia Earhart (long 
distance aircraft travel), etc. 

These women set a goal and 
fought to achieve it or accomplish 
what they believed in. They set an 
example for all young women. 

Their courageous efforts 
encouraged everyone to stand up 
for what they believe in and keep 
fighting for it. 

S p r i n g  A c t i v i t i e s  R e t u r n

By Amanda Cruz 

W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h

By Dayna Cruz 

“After a two year hiatus, end-of-the-year events are back.”

“America celebrates women who made a difference.”
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A majority of people look 
forward to spring and the warmer 
conditions it brings. 

With Pennsylvania's long 
winters, it's no wonder many feel 
down during winter months and 
cannot wait for spring. 

Spring often means more 
recreational outdoor activities. 
Junior Ameilia Deem, an avid rock 
climber, stated, “the weather is 
great! I love going outdoor rock 
climbing now that I’m able to since 
it's warm and the sun is out for 
longer.” 

Junior Anthony Free also 
enjoys being able to go outdoors 
after so long. “With it being warm 
out, I’m able to get out of the 
house and do things outdoors I 
wasn't able to do in the cold. I’m 
happy spring is here.”

For many Hanover Area 
students, like Junior Natalie 
Umlah, spring is a light at the end 
of the tunnel. “I like the spring 
weather because it reminds me 
that it's the end of the school year 
and summer is almost here.”  

However, not all students 
have a positive view of spring. 
Junior Gracie Brodhead stated 
“Personally, I’m not a fan of the 
warm weather, especially here in 
Pennsylvania. I feel like the 
summers and springs here get so 
disgustingly humid that it's hard to 
even enjoy outdoor activities.” 

No matter what your opinion 
of spring is, there's no doubt 
changing seasons always cause a 
variety of shifts in our moods and 
our lifestyles. 

I t ’ s  a  S p r i n g  m o o d ?
By Katelyn Brodhead 

When mid-March crept upon 
us, so did the celebration of Saint 
Patrick's day. 

Those, who celebrate, knew 
the event was right around the 
corner because of all the green 
decorations on houses, stores, 
advertisements, etc. Oh, of 

course, images of leprechauns 
dancing in the minds of some. 

One of the most exciting 
events to many are the parades.

“Im partly Irish,” said junior 
Zack Kopeck. “So, I tend to enjoy 
the holiday.” 

 Kopeck continued, “my 
friends and I normally hangout 

and go to McDonald’s to get 
shamrock shakes to celebrate the 
holiday.” 

Senior Morgan Thiemann 
shared the highlight of the 
season. “For this Saint Patrick's 
Day, I stayed inside (house) since 
my family hosted a small get 
together.” 

The masks, beads, 
marching through the streets 
are always living proof that 
Easter is right around the 
corner. 

Every year people of all 
ages celebrate Mardi Gras (Fat 
Tuesday), which is always the 
day before Ash Wednesday. 
For 40 days, it is the custom 
where people of Christian faith 
fast on (give up) something that 

they usually indulge in; this is 
know as Lent. 

Mardi Gras is considered a 
celebration to indulge in before 
Lent begins. The holiday has 
adopted all sorts of traditions 
with New Orleans being the 
main area since the French 
settle there.

Students of Hanover Area 
have some traditions of their 
own. For example to get in 

tune, enior Kaitlyn McCarthy 
enjoys Mardi Gras by going to a 
parade with her family. That 
night she normally likes to 
grilled steak since she gave it 
up for Lent. 

“It’s something we’ve done 
with my aunts and uncles since 
I was a kid,” McCarthy stated. 
“I’m glad were able to do it this 
year after not being able to do it 
last year due to covid.”

R e m e m b e r i n g  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y
By Elton Rick

M a r d i  G r a s  M e m o r i e s
By Morgan Thiemann



                         The Hawk’s Eye, Spring Edition 202218

S t r e s s  O v e r l o a d
By Holden VanDemark

As June 6 nears even 
closer, Hanover Area seniors 
begin to stress over the 
upcoming graduation. 

The administration held a 
meeting for the Class of 2022 
on April 6 in the auditorium. 
Each senior received a hand-
out that listed all of the end-of-
the-year activities. 

The seniors focused on 
dates and times associated 
with them. The important dates 
for seniors included athletic 
awards, the academic/CTC 
awards, senior Chromebook 
return, cap & gown pictures, 
Senior Luncheon, senior 
outing, graduation practices, 
and the graduation 
commencement ceremony 
itself. 

As these events near, 
seniors begin to feel the 
pressure and stress of 
graduation, and the end of 
their high school careers. 

Senior Marissa Rappaport 
is stressed due to the 
upcoming formal events. “I am 
stressed about all of the 
upcoming formal events I must 
attend,” she admitted. “Finding 
outfits for everything was a 
challenge in itself, and now I 
have to stress over my 
mannerisms, making sure I act 
properly and accordingly.” 

When asked if Rappaport 
wished graduation was farther 
away, she responded, “No I 
don’t want graduation to be 
farther away, I want to 
graduate as soon as possible,” 
she admitted. “The quicker I 
can leave for art college in 
Massachusetts, the happier I 
will be.”

While Rappaport will be 
happier when attending 
college; Emily Harkenreader 
(Hark), will be stressed about 
it. 

“I am stressed about 
college,” said Harkenreader. “I 
am going to Keystone College 
to major in Wildlife Biology. I’ll 
also be all on my own.”

 As Harkenreader stressed 
about the next chapter of her 
life, The Hawk’s Eye also 
asked Hark if she wanted 
graduation to be farther away.

“Not really to be honest,” 
Harkenreader said. “Although I 
do wish I could go back before 
COVID-19 started or even 
mandatory quarantine, and 
continue high school without 
the pandemic restrictions.” 

Not all seniors are stressed 
about graduation, but some 
are stressed about the formal 
events, or even their future 
college plans. Either way, the 
end of this chapter of the 
seniors’ lives is almost here, 
and it’s something to both be 
excited and anxious about! 

“The close of seniors’ final high school chapter nears.”
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P r o m  M e m o r i e s

Pictured on the dance floor left to right: Seniors 
Odessa Griffith,  Emily Harkenreader, Emily 
McDermott, Stacy Luckett, Lilly Smith, Zander Feist, 
Jacob Gray, and Pearl Allen.	

Some members of boys volleyball team, L to R: 
Juniors Ethan Dinoski and Jason Perdoma, Seniors 
Hugo Panecatl, Sierra Hildebrand (team manager) 
Xavier Ankner and Junior Zack Kopeck.

Waiting for a free photo in the Photo Booth are 
left to right: Seniors Jamie Vazquez, 
Thaneishalys Mendez, Amalia Quinones, Stacy 
Luckett, Estefania Mosquera, Wimar Polanco, 
and Jean Paul Marcano. The prom Photo 
Booth always has been a ‘hit’ among 
Hanover Area prom attendees; this year was 
no different. There was a waiting line from 
5:00 to 10:00 p.m. The prom committee did 
not limit the number of visits to the Photo 
Booth; therefore, many students revisited the 
booth with new groups of friends throughout 
the evening.

Three members 
from the girls’ 
volleyball team 
take a photo before 
the evening 
concluded. Left to 
Right: Junior Skylar 
Baluta, Senior 
Sierra Hildebrand, 
and Junior Lillyanne 
Kalson-Harris.

Who said chivalry is 
dead?  Senior 
Thiane Mbaye holds 
an umbrella 
sheltering his date, 
senior Amelia 
Joubert, from the 
heavy rain students 
had to endure 
before prom on 
Friday, May 6.


